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57 ABSTRACT

An improved knee prosthesis includes a ceramic tibial com-
ponent for articulation with natural or prosthetic (re-surfaced)
femoral surfaces. The ceramic tibial component is provided
in the form of a ceramic monoblock adapted for fixation
relative to the patient’s tibial bone, or alternately in the form
of a ceramic bearing insert component carried by a tibial
baseplate member which is adapted in turn for fixation rela-
tive to tibial bone. In either form, the ceramic tibial compo-
nent includes at least one upwardly concave articulation sur-
face for movable bearing engagement by a generally convex
or condylar shaped femoral articulation surface. The ceramic
tibial component provides improved wear characteristics
with extended service life.
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KNEE PROSTHESIS WITH CERAMIC TIBIAL
COMPONENT

This application is a continuation-in-part of copending
U.S. Ser. No. 10/987,415, filed Nov. 12, 2004, which is a
division of U.S. Ser. No. 10/171,376, filed Jun. 13, 2002, now
U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229, issued Apr. 19, 2005, which in turn
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application 60/289,
669, filed May 8, 2001.

This application is also a continuation-in-part of copending
U.S. Ser. No. 11/040,477, filed Jan. 20, 2005, which is a
continuation-in-part of U.S. Ser. No. 10/137,106, filed Apr.
30, 2002, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327, issued Jan. 25, 2005,
which in turn claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Applica-
tion 60/287,824, filed May 1, 2001.

In addition, this application is a continuation-in-part of
U.S. Ser. No. 11/139,280, filed May 27, 2005 now aban-
doned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to improvements in knee
prostheses, particularly with respect to an improved tibial
component constructed from a relatively hard and relatively
high strength ceramic material. The ceramic tibial component
includes at least one generally articulation surface designed
for direct bearing engagement by and articulation against an
associated femoral articulation surface having a generally
convex or condylar shape. The ceramic tibial component is
design for ultra low wear over an extended service life, and
further permits elimination of a conventional polymer-based
bearing insert and undesirable wear debris problems associ-
ated therewith.

Knee prostheses generally comprise a tibial component
adapted for fixation to an appropriately resected upper end of
the patient’s tibia. Such tibial components have generally
been formed from a biocompatible metal material such as
cobalt chrome, titanium, stainless steel, or from polymer-
based materials. The tibial component thus provides a strong
and durable prosthetic base structure for supporting a poly-
mer-based bearing insert which in turn defines a pair of
upwardly presented, generally concave bearing seats for
articulatory engagement with a corresponding pair of gener-
ally convex or condylar-shaped articulation surfaces at the
lower end of the patient’s femur. These femoral articulation
surfaces can be defined by natural femoral bone surfaces, or
alternately by condyle surfaces on a reconstructed or pros-
thetic femoral component affixed to the patient’s femur. Such
femoral components have generally been formed from a bio-
compatible metal material such as cobalt chrome, titanium,
stainless steel, zirconium, zirconium oxide and ceramic mate-
rials such as alumina, zirconia and zirconia-toughened alu-
mina (ZTA).

The polymer-based bearing insert is formed typically from
a high density or ultra high molecular weight polyethylene
(PE) material, which has been shown in various specific com-
positions to accommodate smooth and relatively low-wear
articulation relative to the femoral surfaces. However, clinical
studies have shown that significant wear debris can be gen-
erated and released by the polymeric bearing insert over a
period of time, and further that a principle contributing factor
to implant failure is osteolysis attributable at least in part to
the presence of such polymer-based wear debris. More par-
ticularly, such studies have shown that PE wear debris
released into peri-implant tissues appears to elicit a deleteri-
ous biological reaction, incorporating foreign body giant cell
and macrophage cell responses leading to undesirable bone
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resorption, with eventual loosening and failure of the pros-
thetic implant. As a result, alternative prosthesis construc-
tions have proposed improvements in and to the polymer-
based bearing insert, such as the use of highly cross-linked
polyethylene materials. Other alternative prostheses have
been proposed using rigid-on-rigid components, such as
ceramic-on-ceramic or metal-on-metal, thereby eliminating
the polymer-based bearing insert and wear debris associated
therewith. Bearing couples in the knee joint have been limited
to metal-on-polymer or ceramic-on-polymer.

In general, ceramic knee prosthesis components have
shown promise for use in a ceramic-on-ceramic or alternately
in a ceramic-on-metal articulating interface, thereby com-
pletely eliminating the polymer-based bearing insert. Such
prosthesis constructions, when formed with a good surface
finish and conformal surface geometry, have demonstrated a
relatively low coefficient of friction and resultant substantial
reduction in component wear in comparison with ceramic-
polymer or metal-polymer articulatory interfaces. However,
the major limitation on the use of ceramic components par-
ticularly such as alumina-based ceramic materials has been
an unacceptably high rate of brittle fracture occurring within
a post-surgical follow-up period ranging from a few months
to several years. In this regard, ceramic materials generally
exhibit relatively low toughness and are thus prone to brittle
fracture.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229 discloses an improved ceramic
material for use in joint prostheses, such as knee prostheses,
wherein a ceramic-on-ceramic or a ceramic-on-metal articu-
latory interface is defined. The improved ceramic material
comprises a doped silicon nitride (Si;N,) having relatively
high hardness, tensile strength, elastic modulus, lubricity, and
fracture toughness. Specifically, the improved doped silicon
nitride ceramic has a flexural strength greater than about 700
Mega-Pascal (MPa) and a fracture toughness greater than
about 7 Mega-Pascal root meter (MPam®®). This high
strength and high toughness doped silicon nitride ceramic
achieves ultra-low wear over an extended service life, with
dramatically reduced risk of brittle fracture.

In addition, U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327 discloses improved
ceramic materials for bone graft applications, wherein the
ceramic material is designed to mimic structural characteris-
tics of natural patient bone by including first and second
regions of comparatively lower and higher porosity to respec-
tively mimic natural cortical and cancellous bone structures.
The preferred ceramic materials disclosed exhibit a flexural
strength greater than about 500 Mega-Pascal (MPa) and a
fracture toughness greater than about 5 Mega-Pascal root
meter (MPam®>). In use, the relatively low porosity region of
the ceramic material provides high structural strength and
integrity, whereas the higher porosity region is suitable for
bone ingrowth to achieve secure and stable implant affixation.

The present invention comprises an improved knee joint
prosthesis particularly wherein the load-bearing tibial com-
ponent thereof is constructed from an improved high strength
and high toughness ceramic material as disclosed, e.g., in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229 and/or U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the invention, an improved knee pros-
thesis includes a load-bearing tibial component constructed
from a relatively high strength and high toughness ceramic
material and defining at least one articulation surface for
ultra-low wear articulation with a generally convex or condy-
lar-shaped femoral articulation surface defined by a femoral
prosthetic component or by natural patient bone. The ceramic
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tibial component is adapted for direct fixation relative to the
patient’s tibial bone, or alternately in the form of a tibial
bearing insert component carried by a tibial baseplate mem-
ber which is adapted in turn for fixation to tibial bone.

In one form, the ceramic tibial component comprises a
monoblock structure defining at least one and preferably a
pair of generally concave articulation surfaces or bearing
seats formed by a ceramic material having relative high hard-
ness and high fracture toughness, such as the doped silicon
nitride (Si;N,) disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229 which is
incorporated by reference herein. This high strength and high
toughness doped silicon nitride ceramic achieves ultra-low
wear over an extended service life, with dramatically reduced
risk of brittle fracture, when articulated against femoral
articulation surfaces of prosthetic materials such as biocom-
patible metal or ceramic, or when articulated against natural
femoral bone. For example, the doped silicon nitride can
comprise one or more dopants selected from the group con-
sisting of yttrium oxide, magnesium oxide, strontium oxide,
and alumina. The flexural strength was measured on standard
3-point bend specimens per American Society for Testing of
Metals (ASTM) protocol method C-1161 and fracture tough-
ness measured using single edge notched beam specimens per
ASTM protocol method E399. The tibial ceramic monoblock
structure further includes an underside region defined by a
ceramic porous bone ingrowth surface for secure ingrowth
affixation to natural tibial bone, such as the porous ceramic
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327 which is also incorpo-
rated by reference herein. An alternate form would be the
attachment of the component to the natural tibial bone
through cementation. The porous structure may allow for
bone interdigitation. A further alternate method for cementa-
tion would not include a porous section and be replaced with
a slot or pocket that will receive the cement and may or may
not include undercut features for tensile strength.

In one alternative preferred form of the invention, the
ceramic tibial component comprises a tibial bearing insert
constructed from a ceramic material (as described above)
having relatively high hardness and high fracture toughness
properties. This ceramic tibial bearing insert in configured for
mounting in a fixed or partially mobile manner onto a tibial
baseplate member which is adapted in turn for fixation to the
patient’s tibial bone. The tibial baseplate member may be
constructed from ceramic material, preferably such as the
above-described material forming a bearing platform defined
by relatively high hardness and high toughness ceramic in
combination with an underside region defined by a ceramic
porous bone ingrowth surface. Alternately, the tibial base-
plate member may be constructed from a biocompatible
metal. In one form, the tibial bearing insert may include a
central upstanding stabilizer post of the general type
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,116,375.

In another alternative form, the ceramic tibial component
may comprise a meniscal bearing insert defining an upwardly
presented articulation surface constructed from a ceramic
material (as described above) having relatively high hardness
and high fracture toughness, in combination with an under-
side region defined by a ceramic porous bone ingrowth sur-
face suitable for ingrowth-fixation or bone cement fixation
with a prepared region at the upper end of the patient’s tibia.
The hard and tough articulation surface typically defines a
shallow upwardly concave bearing seat for articulating with a
convex or condylar-shaped femoral articulation surface
defined by a femoral prosthetic component or alternately by
natural patient bone.

In each of the foregoing embodiments of the invention, the
ceramic tibial component of the knee prosthesis permits the
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elimination of a polymer-based bearing insert, and thereby
also permits elimination of post-surgical problems associated
with polymer-based wear particles and debris. In addition, the
ceramic tibial component provides for ultra low wear over an
extended service life, substantially without incurring brittle
fracture problems associated typically with ceramic prosthe-
sis structures.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent from the following more detailed descrip-
tion, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate, by way of example, the principles of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate the invention. In
such drawings:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an
exemplary knee prosthesis including a ceramic tibial compo-
nent in accordance with one preferred form of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the ceramic tibial component,
taken generally on the line 2-2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the ceramic tibial compo-
nent, taken generally on the line 3-3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the knee prosthesis of
FIGS.1-3 in assembled relation and depicting patient femoral
and tibial bones in dotted lines;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view showing one alter-
native preferred form of the invention, including a ceramic
tibial bearing insert adapted for assembly with a tibial base
member;

FIG. 6 is a side elevation view showing the tibial bearing
component and base member of FIG. 5 in assembled relation;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating an alternative con-
figuration for the ceramic tibial bearing component;

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view depicting a further
alternative preferred form of the invention, including a
ceramic tibial bearing component adapted for assembly with
a tibial baseplate member;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the tibial bearing
component and baseplate member of FIG. 8 in assembled
relation, and further depicted in assembled relation with a
femoral component for the knee prosthesis;

FIG. 10 is a side elevation view of the knee prosthesis
illustrated in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is an exploded perspective view showing one alter-
native preferred configuration for the tibial bearing compo-
nent and baseplate member of FIGS. 8-10;

FIG. 12 is another perspective view showing another alter-
native preferred configuration for the tibial bearing compo-
nent and baseplate member of FIGS. 8-10;

FIG. 13 is a further perspective view showing a further
alternative preferred configuration for the tibial bearing com-
ponent and baseplate member of FIGS. 8-10;

FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a
ceramic meniscal bearing component adapted for tibial fixa-
tion and interposed between a patient’s femoral and tibial
bones;

FIG. 15 is a perspective view showing the ceramic menis-
cal bearing component in assembled relation between the
patient’s femoral and tibial bones;

FIG. 16 is a top plan view of the meniscal bearing compo-
nent, taken generally on the line 16-16 of FIG. 14; and

FIG. 17 is a bottom plan view of the meniscal bearing
component, taken generally on the line 17-17 of FIG. 14.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

As shown in the exemplary drawings, an improved knee
prosthesis referred to generally in one preferred form by the
reference numeral 10 in FIGS. 1-4 includes a tibial compo-
nent 12 constructed from a relatively hard and high strength
ceramic material which may also incorporate a relatively
porous ceramic bone ingrowth surface 14 (FIG. 3) for secure
affixation to patient bone. The ceramic tibial component 12 is
designed for articulation with a femoral prosthesis 16 (FIGS.
1 and 4) which may be constructed from a hard and high
strength material such as a compatible and preferably identi-
cal ceramic material, or a biocompatible metal material, or
alternately for articulation with natural patient femoral bone
surfaces. The resultant ceramic-on-ceramic, or ceramic-on-
metal, or ceramic-on-bone articulatory interface beneficially
exhibits ultra-low wear over an extended service life, while
additionally permitting elimination of the traditional poly-
mer-based bearing insert and wear debris problems associ-
ated therewith.

FIGS. 1 and 4 illustrate the knee prosthesis 10 including the
ceramic tibial component 12 and the associated femoral com-
ponent 16 for repairing or replacing the natural anatomical
articulatory surfaces of the human knee joint. In this regard,
the ceramic tibial component 12 comprises a monoblock
structure having a size and shape for seated and secure affix-
ation at the upper end of a resected tibial bone 18 (FIG. 4),
whereas the femoral component 16 has a size and shape for
similarly seated and secure affixation at the lower end of a
resected femoral bone 20. In general, the tibial component 12
defines an upwardly presented platform 22 which is con-
toured to form a laterally spaced pair of upwardly presented,
generally concave bearing seats 24 and 26. The bearing seats
24, 26 define shallow concave articulation surfaces for
respective engagement by and combined sliding and rolling
articulation with generally convex medial and lateral
condyles 28 and 30 formed on the femoral component 16.

By constructing the articulatory surfaces or bearing seats
24, 26 on the tibial component 12 from a selected ceramic
material having high flexural strength and high fracture
toughness properties, the resultant articulatory interface with
the femoral condylar surfaces beneficially exhibits ultra low
wear over an extended service life. Importantly, the invention
permits elimination of the traditional polymer-based bearing
insert, such as a high density or high molecular weight poly-
ethylene (PE) bearing insert or the like normally fitted
between the tibial component 12 and the femoral condyle
structures to accommodate smooth articulation between these
components. In this regard, clinical studies have linked pre-
mature prosthesis failures to the generation and accumulation
of polymer-based wear debris associated with such polymer-
based bearing inserts. In addition, the use of polymer-based
inserts inherently increases the vertical span of the overall
prosthesis construct, thereby restricting its utility to use with
larger bone patients capable of receiving the larger sized
prosthesis.

The ceramic tibial component 12 is shown in one preferred
form in FIGS. 1-4, in the form of a unitary or substantially
monoblock configuration to include the upper platform 22
contoured to define the concave bearing seats 24, 26, and
further to define a downwardly protruding fixation post 32.
This fixation post 32 is desirably shaped to have a noncircular
cross-sectional configuration, such as the radially winged
construction as shown, for seated reception into a resected
upper end of the patient’s tibia 18 (FIG. 4). In addition, an
underside surface of the upper platform 22 carries the ceramic
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porous bone ingrowth surface coating or lining 14. Persons
skilled in the art will recognize that alternative structural
fixation elements such as pegs and the like, which may or may
not be centrally positioned, may be used, and further that
alternative fixation techniques such as a cemented prosthesis-
bone interface may be used.

The preferred ceramic material used for constructing the
ceramic tibial component 12 of the present invention com-
prises a high flexural strength and high fracture toughness
ceramic material particularly such as a doped silicon nitride
(Si;N,) having relatively high hardness, tensile strength, elas-
tic modulus, lubricity, and fracture toughness properties, as
described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229 which is incor-
porated by reference herein. This doped silicon nitride
ceramic material has a relatively high flexural strength greater
than about 700 Mega-Pascal (MPa) and a relatively high
fracture toughness greater than about 7 Mega-Pascal root
meter (MPam®~). This high strength and high toughness
doped silicon nitride ceramic achieves ultra-low wear over an
extended service life, with dramatically reduced risk of brittle
fracture.

This high strength and high toughness ceramic material is
used to form a substrate for the ceramic tibial component 12.
In this regard, such substrate structure has a relatively low
porosity, and thus exhibits high density and high structural
integrity generally consistent with and generally mimicking
the characteristics of natural cortical bone lined with smooth
lubricious articular cartilage. FIG. 3 further shows the
ceramic porous bone ingrowth surface coating or lining 14
formed on the underside of the tibial platform 22, wherein this
coating or lining exhibits a comparatively greater or higher
porosity that is generally consistent with and generally mim-
ics the characteristics of natural cancellous bone. As a result,
this higher porosity surface coating or lining 14 provides an
effective bone ingrowth surface for achieving secure and
stable bone ingrowth affixation of the ceramic tibial compo-
nent 12 with the patient’s tibia 18.

While persons skilled in the art will recognize and appre-
ciate that the specific material used for the bone ingrowth
surface coating or lining 14 may vary, a preferred porous
material comprises a ceramic porous ingrowth surface mate-
rial. In this regard, U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327 which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein discloses a ceramic bone graft com-
ponent having relatively high flexural strength and relatively
high toughness properties yet defining first and second
regions of comparatively lower and higher porosity to respec-
tively mimic natural cortical and cancellous bone structures.
These regions of different porosity may be unitarily con-
structed or otherwise integrated into a common or monolithic
ceramic component having a variable porosity gradient. In a
preferred form, the ceramic tibial component 12 has a poros-
ity gradient ranging from about 2% to about 80% by volume,
with the higher porosity region having a porosity in the range
of from about 30% to about 80% by volume, and with overall
pore sizes ranging from about 50 microns to about 1,000
microns. In use, the relatively low porosity region of the
ceramic material provides a dense and hard structure with
high structural strength and integrity, whereas the higher
porosity or less dense region is suitable for bone ingrowth to
achieve secure and stable implant affixation.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327 discloses a preferred alumina-
zirconia ceramic material having a zirconia composition of
about 10% to about 20% by volume, with either yttria stabi-
lized zirconia (about 2.5 to about 5 mol % yttria in zirconia)
or ceria stabilized zirconia (about 2.5 to about 15 mol % ceria
in zirconia) for the zirconia phase. The resultant ceramic
material exhibits a highly desirable combination of high flex-
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ural strength (greater than about 500 MPa) and high fracture
toughness (greater than about 5 MPam®?). Such alumina-
zirconia based ceramic material may be employed in the
present invention for the ceramic tibilar component cup 12,
although the stronger and tougher silicon nitride (Si;N,)
ceramic as described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229 is preferred.

Accordingly, in the preferred form, the ceramic tibial com-
ponent 12 is constructed predominantly from relatively low
porosity ceramic material having the desired high strength
and high toughness properties, such as the doped silicon
nitride (Si;N,) material described in the above-referenced
U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229. The ceramic tibial component 12
further includes the comparatively higher porosity bone
ingrowth surface 14, formed preferably from a higher poros-
ity ceramic material as described in the above-referenced
U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327, extending over a substantial area of
the underside of the upper platform 22. This relatively high
porosity bone ingrowth surface 14 is preferably formed inte-
grally with the low porosity substrate, although persons
skilled in the art will understand that the bone ingrowth sur-
face 14 may be separately applied as a surface coating or
lining.

The femoral component 16 shown in FIGS. 1 and 4 is
constructed in the most preferred form from a ceramic mate-
rial that is compatible with the ceramic tibial component
material. In this regard, a preferred material for the femoral
component 16 comprises a matching or identical high
strength and high toughness ceramic material corresponding
with the ceramic tibial component 12, as disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 6,881,229. Alternately, the femoral component 16
may be constructed from a biocompatible metal material,
preferably such as a cobalt chrome alloy as disclosed in the
above-referenced U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229, although other
biocompatible metals may be used. In either configuration,
the femoral component 16 defines the downwardly convex
condyles 28, 30 forming articulating surfaces for engaging
the bearing seats 24, 26 on the tibial component 12. In addi-
tion, an upper side of the femoral component 16 (in either
ceramic or metal form) may incorporate one or more upstand-
ing fixation posts 34 and/or one or more regions carrying a
porous bone ingrowth surface or coating 36. In a ceramic
embodiment, the femoral component 16 may comprise a
monoblock or substantially unitary structure including a low
porosity substrate having high strength and toughness prop-
erties defining the condyles 28, 30, in combination with one
or more higher porosity regions defining the bone ingrowth
surface or surfaces 36, as described in the above-referenced
U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327. Or, persons skilled in the art will
recognize and appreciate that the ceramic tibial component
12 may be used in a partial knee prosthesis wherein the tibial
component is adapted to engage and articulate against the
natural condylar structures at the lower end for the patient’s
femur.

FIGS. 5-13 depict further alternative preferred forms of the
ceramic tibial component of the present invention. For sake of
convenience and ease of description, components shown in
FIGS. 5-13 which correspond in structure and/or function to
those shown and described in FIGS. 1-4 are identified by
common reference numerals increased by a factor of 100.

FIGS. 5-6 depict a modified ceramic tibial component 112
including an upper ceramic bearing insert 40 defining a pair of
upwardly presented, substantially concave bearing seats 124
and 126, and adapted for assembly with a lower tibial base-
plate member 42. In this embodiment of the invention, the
lower baseplate member 42 defines a tibial platform 122 at an
upper end thereof, in combination with a downwardly pro-
truding fixation post 132. In addition, an underside surface of
the tibial platform 122 may incorporate a porous bone
ingrowth surface or coating 114 similar to that shown and
described in FIG. 3. The upper side of the platform 122 is
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lined by a short upstanding peripheral rim 44 which includes
undercuts 46 (FIG. 6) at the anterior and posterior sides of the
platform 122 for receiving and engaging lock ribs 48 formed
on the bearing insert 40 to seat and retain the bearing insert 40
in assembled relation with the baseplate member 42.

In one preferred form, the ceramic bearing insert 40 is
constructed from a selected high strength and high toughness
ceramic material suitable for extended service life with ultra
low wear when articulated with an associated ceramic or
metal femoral component (not shown in FIGS. 5-6) or with
natural femoral bone 20 (also not shown in FIGS. 5-6). A
preferred ceramic material is again disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
6,881,229. The associated baseplate member 42 is con-
structed from a biocompatible metal suitable for snap-fit
engagement of the ceramic ribs 48 on the bearing insert 40
with the undercut rim 44 on the baseplate member 42. Alter-
nately, if desired, the bearing insert 40 and baseplate member
42 may both be constructed from the same or compatible
ceramic materials, with the snap-fit ribs 48 being constructed
from a suitable deformable material mounted onto the bear-
ing insert 40.

FIG. 7 illustrates a modified bearing insert 140 correspond-
ing with the bearing insert 40 shown and described in FIGS.
5-6, but further incorporating an upstanding central stabilizer
post 50 projecting upwardly a short distance from a generally
central location disposed between the two concave bearing
seats 124, 126. This stabilizer post 50 provides additional
stabilization of a reconstructed knee joint, particularly when
used in combination with a femoral component of the type
shown and described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,116,375 which is
incorporated by reference herein. A pair of lower snap-fit ribs
148 are provided for mounting of the modified bearing insert
140 onto a tibial baseplate member 42 (FIGS. 5-6). Persons
skilled in the art will further appreciate that the stabilizer post
50 shown in FIG. 7 may be incorporated into the monoblock
tibial component 12 shown in FIGS. 1-4, or otherwise incor-
porated into any one of the various embodiments disclosed
herein.

FIGS. 8-10 show a further alternative embodiment of the
invention, wherein an upper ceramic bearing insert 240 is
assembled with a lower tibial baseplate member 242. In this
version of the invention, the upper bearing insert 240 is
shaped to define the upwardly presented, generally concave
bearing seats 224, 226, and further includes a downwardly
extending central bearing post 52. This bearing post 52 is
sized and shaped for slide-fit reception into an upwardly open
bore 54 formed centrally within the underlying baseplate
member 242 to extend downwardly within a fixation post 232.
A tibial platform 222 is carried at the upper end of the base-
plate member 242 and may incorporate a porous bone
ingrowth surface 214 on an underside surface thereof.

The tibial baseplate member 242 is affixed to the upper end
of'the patient’s resected tibia 18 (FIG. 10). The bearing insert
240 is assembled with the baseplate member 242 by slide-fit
reception of the bearing post 52 into the open bore 54. In this
position, the platform 222 provides stable support for a gen-
erally planar underside surface of the bearing insert 240,
thereby permitting the bearing insert 240 to rotate about a
central axis of the bearing post 52 during knee joint articula-
tion. In this regard, FIGS. 9-10 show a femoral component 16
in articulatory engagement with the bearing insert 240, which
is supported in turn upon the platform 222 of the lower base-
plate member 242.

FIG. 11 shows a modification of the embodiment depicted
in FIGS. 8-10, wherein the rotary support for an upper bearing
insert 340 is replaced by a shallow bore 352 formed in the
underside of the bearing insert 340 for slide-fit reception of a
short peg 354 upstanding centrally from a platform 322 of a
lower tibial baseplate member 342 including a central fixation
post332. FIG. 12 shows a further variation of the embodiment
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of FIG. 11, wherein the shallow bore formed in the underside
of'an upper bearing insert 440 comprises a slot 452 elongated
in the fore-aft or anterior-posterior direction. The slot 452 is
adapted to receive the upstanding peg 352 on the underlying
tibial baseplate member 342 of the type shown and described
in FIG. 11. FIG. 13 illustrates a further variation of FIG. 12
wherein a key 60 includes an elongated head 62 for seating
within the slot 452, and a cylindrical body 64 for seating
within an open bore 54 in the underlying tibial baseplate 242
of the type shown and described in FIGS. 8-10.

In these versions, FIG. 11 accommodates rotary displace-
ment of the bearing insert 340 relative to the baseplate mem-
ber 342 when the peg 354 is rotatably seated within the bore
352, but prevents relative movement between the assembled
components when the peg 354 is press-fit mounted into the
bore 352. In FIG. 12, the assembled components accommo-
date a combination of rotary and/or anterior-posterior shifting
movement of the bearing insert 440 relative to the tibial
baseplate member 342. Finally, the key 60 in FIG. 13 effec-
tively prohibits relative movement of the slotted bearing
insert of FIG. 12, when the key body 64 is press-fit mounted
into the bore 54 of the baseplate member 242 of FIGS. 8-10.
Alternately, rotary mounting of the key body 64 within the
baseplate member bore 54 accommodates a combined rota-
tion and translation between the assembled components.

In each of the embodiments depicted in FIGS. 8-13, the
bearing insert is desirably formed from the high strength and
high toughness ceramic material suitable for extended service
life with ultra low wear when articulated with an associated
ceramic or metal femoral component or with natural femoral
bone 20. The preferred ceramic material again comprises the
ceramic material disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229. The
associated baseplate member is preferably constructed from
the same or compatible ceramic material, or from a suitable
biocompatible metal. In either form, ceramic or metal, the
platform 22,122, 322 defined by the baseplate member desir-
ably includes the porous bone ingrowth surface formed on the
underside thereof. In the ceramic configuration, a preferred
baseplate member construction comprises the dual porosity
ceramic material as described in the above-referenced U.S.
Pat. No. 6,846,327, with the low porosity region defining a
structural load bearing substrate and the higher porosity
region defining the integral bone ingrowth surface.

FIGS. 14-17 show another alternative preferred form of the
invention, wherein a modified ceramic tibial component 512
is provided in the form of a prosthetic meniscal bearing. This
meniscal bearing 512 is sized and shaped for affixation to an
suitably prepared and/or resected upper end region of the tibia
18, and defines an upwardly presented and preferably shallow
concave bearing seat 524 for articulation with an adjacent
femoral condyle surface, such as articulation with a natural
bone condyle 528 as viewed in FIGS. 14-15. It will be rec-
ognized and understood, however, that the meniscal bearing
component 512 may be used for articulation with a femoral
prosthesis 16 of the type shown and described in FIGS. 1, 3
and 9-10. The underside surface of the meniscal bearing
component 512 includes a porous bone ingrowth surface or
coating 514 (FIG. 17) for ingrowth-affixation to the prepared
tibia 18. While a single meniscal bearing component 512 is
shown in FIGS. 14-15, it will be understood that a pair of such
bearing components having suitable sizes, shapes and thick-
nesses may be provided for respectively articulating with the
pair of condyles 528 and 530, or with corresponding condylar
surfaces on a femoral prosthesis.

The meniscal bearing component 512 and particularly the
bearing seat 522 is constructed from a selected high strength
and high toughness ceramic material suitable for extended
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service life with ultra low wear. Once again, a preferred
ceramic material is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,881,229. The
underside bone ingrowth surface 514 of the bearing compo-
nent 512 is desirably formed as an integral portion but with a
higher porosity suitable for ingrowth affixation to patient
bone, as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,327.

A variety of further modifications and improvements in
and to the knee prosthesis of the present invention will be
apparent to persons skilled in the art. For example, where
ceramic articulation surfaces are specified, persons skilled in
the art will recognize and appreciate that such ceramic sur-
faces may comprise a surface portion of a monolithic ceramic
structure, or alternately comprise a ceramic coating carried by
a non-ceramic substrate, such as a composite structure in the
form of a metallic substrate having a ceramic coating thereon.
One such exemplary composite structure comprises a metal
alloy substrate having an integral ceramic articulation surface
thereon, such as the implantable material marketed by Smith
& Nephew, Inc. of Memphis, Tenn. under the name Oxinium.
Accordingly, no limitation on the invention is intended by
way of the foregoing description and accompanying draw-
ings, except as set forth in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A knee prosthesis, comprising:

a tibial component having a size and shape adapted for
seated affixation to an upper end of a prepared tibia in a
patient, said tibial component defining at least one
upwardly presented bearing seat forming an articulation
surface having a size and shape for articulatory engage-
ment with a generally convex articulation surface
formed on a mating femoral component;

said articulation surface of said bearing seat being formed
from a doped silicon nitride ceramic having a flexural
strength greater than about 700 Mega-Pascal (MPa) and
a fracture toughness greater than about 7 Mega-Pascal
root meter (MPam®®), wherein said doped silicon
nitride comprises one or more dopants selected from the
group consisting of yttrium oxide, magnesium oxide,
strontium oxide, and alumina.

2. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 further including a porous
bone ingrowth surface on an underside of said tibial compo-
nent for bone ingrowth affixation of said tibial component
with the prepared patient tibia.

3. The knee prosthesis of claim 2 wherein said bone
ingrowth surface comprises a ceramic bone ingrowth surface.

4. The knee prosthesis of claim 3 wherein said tibial com-
ponent comprises a ceramic material having a variable poros-
ity gradient defining a relatively low porosity first region
defining said at least one bearing seat, and a comparatively
higher porosity second region defining said ceramic bone
ingrowth surface, said first and second regions being inte-
grally formed.

5. The knee prosthesis of claim 4 wherein said ceramic
material has a porosity gradient ranging from about 2% to
about 80% by volume, with said higher porosity region hav-
ing a porosity in the range of from about 30% to about 80% by
volume.

6. The knee prosthesis of claim 5 wherein said ceramic
material has pores formed therein with a pore size ranging
from about 50 microns to about 1,000 microns.

7. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said generally
convex articulation surface on said mating femoral prosthesis
comprises a femoral condyle defined by a femoral prosthesis.

8. The knee prosthesis of claim 7 wherein said convex
articulation surface of said femoral prosthesis is formed from
a material selected from the group consisting of biocompat-
ible ceramic and metal materials.
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9. The knee prosthesis of claim 7 wherein said articulation
surfaces of said femoral prosthesis and said tibial component
are formed from the same doped silicon nitride ceramic.

10. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said tibial
component has a monoblock ceramic structure.

11. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said tibial
component comprises a bearing insert mounted on a tibial
baseplate member, said at least one bearing seat being formed
on said bearing insert, and said tibial baseplate member being
adapted for seated affixation to an upper end of a prepared
tibia in a patient.

12. The knee prosthesis of claim 11 wherein said bearing
insert is movably mounted on said tibial baseplate member.

13. The knee prosthesis of claim 11 wherein said bearing
insert is snap-fit mounted on said tibial baseplate member.

14. The knee prosthesis of claim 11 wherein said tibial
baseplate member is formed from a material selected from the
group consisting of biocompatible ceramic and metal mate-
rials and combinations thereof.

15. The knee prosthesis of claim 14 wherein said tibial
baseplate member comprises a ceramic material having a
variable porosity gradient defining a structural load bearing
and relatively low porosity first region, and a comparatively
higher porosity second region defining a bone ingrowth sur-
face, said first and second regions being integrally formed.

16. The knee prosthesis of claim 11 wherein said articula-
tion surface of said bearing insert and said tibial baseplate
member are formed from the same doped silicon nitride
ceramic.

17. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said at least one
bearing seat comprises a pair of laterally spaced, generally
upwardly concave bearing seats.

18. The knee prosthesis of claim 17 wherein said tibial
component further includes a stabilizer post protruding
upwardly from a position disposed generally between said
pair of bearing seats.

19. The knee prosthesis of claim 1 wherein said tibial
component comprises a meniscal bearing insert.

20. A knee prosthesis, comprising:

a tibial component having an underside surface including
means for seated affixation to an upper end of a prepared
tibia in a patient, said tibial component further defining
at least one upwardly presented bearing seat forming an
articulation surface having a size and shape for articula-
tory engagement with a generally convex articulation
surface formed on a mating femoral component;

said tibial component being a monoblock formed from
doped silicon nitride ceramic having a flexural strength
greater than about 700 Mega-Pascal (MPa) and a frac-
ture toughness greater than about 7 Mega-Pascal root
meter (MPam®~), wherein said doped silicon nitride
comprises one or more dopants selected from the group
consisting of yttrium oxide, magnesium oxide, stron-
tium oxide, and alumina.

21. The knee prosthesis of claim 20 wherein said affixation
means comprises a porous bone ingrowth surface on said
underside surface of said tibial component.

22. The knee prosthesis of claim 21 wherein said doped
silicon nitride ceramic has a variable porosity gradient defin-
ing a relatively low porosity first region defining said at least
one bearing seat, and a comparatively higher porosity second
region defining said ceramic bone ingrowth surface, said first
and second regions being integrally formed.

23. The knee prosthesis of claim 20 wherein said at least
one bearing seat comprises a pair of laterally spaced, gener-
ally concave bearing seats.
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24. The knee prosthesis of claim 20 wherein said tibial
component comprises a meniscal bearing insert.

25. A knee prosthesis, comprising:

a tibial baseplate member having an underside surface

including means for seated affixation to an upper end of
a prepared tibia in a patient;

a tibial bearing insert carried by said baseplate member,
said tibial bearing insert defining at least one upwardly
presented bearing seat forming an articulation surface
having a size and shape for articulatory engagement with
a generally convex articulation surface formed on a mat-
ing femoral component;

said articulation surface of said tibial bearing insert being
formed from a doped silicon nitride ceramic having a
flexural strength greater than about 700 Mega-Pascal
(MPa) and a fracture toughness greater than about 7
Mega-Pascal root meter (MPam®-*), wherein said doped
silicon nitride comprises one or more dopants selected
from the group consisting of yttrium oxide, magnesium
oxide, strontium oxide, and alumina.

26. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said affixation
means comprises a porous bone ingrowth surface on said
underside surface of said tibial baseplate member.

27. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said tibial
baseplate member is formed from a material selected from the
group consisting of biocompatible ceramic and metal mate-
rials.

28. The knee prosthesis of claim 27 wherein said tibial
baseplate member comprises a ceramic material having a
variable porosity gradient defining a relatively low porosity
first region defining a load bearing structure, and a compara-
tively higher porosity second region defining said bone
ingrowth surface, said first and second regions being inte-
grally formed.

29. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said articula-
tion surface of said tibial bearing insert and said tibial base-
plate member are formed from the same doped silicon nitride
ceramic.

30. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said at least
one bearing seat comprises a pair of laterally spaced, gener-
ally concave bearing seats.

31. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said tibial
bearing insert is movably mounted on said tibial baseplate
member.

32. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said tibial
bearing insert is snap-fit mounted on said tibial baseplate
member.

33. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said tibial
bearing insert and said tibial baseplate member cooperatively
define an interengaging post and bore to accommodate rela-
tive rotary movement therebetween.

34. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein said tibial
bearing component and said tibial baseplate member coop-
eratively define an interengaging post and anterior-posterior
elongated slot to accommodate relative rotary and anterior-
posterior sliding movement therebetween.

35. The knee prosthesis of claim 25 wherein one of said
tibial bearing component and said tibial baseplate member
has an anterior-poster elongated slot formed therein, and the
other of said tibial bearing component and said tibial base-
plate member has a bore formed therein, and further including
a key having an elongated head seated within said slot and a
generally cylindrical body seated within said bore.



