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VORTEX SEARCHING

BACKGROUND
Background and Relevant Art

Computers and computing systems have affected nearly
every aspect of modern living. Computers are generally
involved in work, recreation, healthcare, transportation,
entertainment, household management, etc.

Traditional search engines use indexes to search for infor-
mation in records in a data space. The indexes are arranged as
alphabetically ordered word indexes indicating where a par-
ticular word, phrase or other search term may be found.
Boolean searching is able to be performed using traditional
indexes in traditional search engines by identifying records in
the data space that include the Boolean arguments, i.e. search
terms, and then applying a specified Boolean operator to the
records. For example, consider the case where a user wishes
to find a record which includes all of the terms “quick,” “red,”
and “fox.” Using a traditional search engine, to find the
records with all three of these terms, first the index is used to
identify all records including the term “quick” Then, the
index is used to find all records including the term “red.” The
index is also used to find all of the records including the term
“fox.” A comparison of the records is then made using a
Boolean AND operation that is performed on the records
identified for “quick,” the records identified for “red,” and the
records identified for “fox.” The result of the AND operation
is the desired records. Because of this ANDing process, tra-
ditional search engines require large amounts of processing
power when one or more of the entries in an index is dense.

Additionally, as described previously, traditional search
engines used an alphabetically ordered index. For example, a
word or phrase may be listed in the index along with refer-
ences to the records in which the word or phrase appears.

The subject matter claimed herein is not limited to embodi-
ments that solve any disadvantages or that operate only in
environments such as those described above. Rather, this
background is only provided to illustrate one exemplary tech-
nology area where some embodiments described herein may
be practiced.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One embodiment includes a method which may be prac-
ticed in a computing environment including a data store
including data items. The method includes acts for determin-
ing one or more intersection points of parameter patterns in
data items. The parameter patterns are specified in a query
including N parameter patterns. The method includes identi-
fying a first parameter pattern from the query as occurring less
often in the index than at least one other parameter pattern
specified in the query. The data store is searched until a
present location of the data store has been identified as includ-
ing the first parameter pattern. Then the data store is searched
for a location of another parameter pattern from the query. If
the present location is identified as including the another
parameter pattern, then an indication is provided identifying
an intersection. Otherwise, the method includes continuing
searching remaining portions of the data store to find a loca-
tion of the another parameter pattern in the data store at a new
present location. At least one of the acts of searching above
includes eliminating at least a portion of records of the data
store from searching without being searched prior to being
eliminated.
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This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
jectmatter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

Additional features and advantages will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part will be obvious from
the description, or may be learned by the practice of the
teachings herein. Features and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instruments and
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended
claims. Features of the present invention will become more
fully apparent from the following description and appended
claims, or may be learned by the practice of the invention as
set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to describe the manner in which the above-recited
and other advantages and features can be obtained, a more
particular description of the subject matter briefly described
above will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments
which are illustrated in the appended drawings. Understand-
ing that these drawings depict only typical embodiments and
are not therefore to be considered to be limiting in scope,
embodiments will be described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an offset correlation table;

FIG. 2 illustrates a method of determining intersection
points;

FIG. 3 illustrates an abbreviated index indexing hash keys
of parameter patterns;

FIG. 4A illustrates a sorted hash keyed index;

FIG. 4B illustrates the sorted hash key index of FIG. 4A
after a new entry has been added; and

FIG. 5A illustrates an offset correlation table used for
adding index entries to the sorted hash key index of FIG. 4A;
and

FIG. 5B illustrates the offset correlation table of FIG. SA
after an update.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments herein may comprise a special purpose or
general-purpose computer including various computer hard-
ware, as discussed in greater detail below.

Some embodiments described herein improve upon tradi-
tional indexing techniques by reducing the amount of search-
ing and/or comparing that is performed to identify records
with particular parameter patterns specified in a search. Note
that when reference is made to searching a data store herein,
searching of the data store may be performed by searching an
index, without any actual comparison in the records of the
data store. Eliminating the amount of searching can be
accomplished in a number of different ways. For example the
amount of searching performed can be reduced by selecting
the order in which parameter patterns are searched for in a
data store. Specifically, by searching first for parameter pat-
terns which appear less or least frequently in the data store
before searching for parameter patterns that are included
more frequently in the data store, searching can be reduced by
jumping over portions of the data store and eliminating those
portions from being searched.

Parameter patterns include one or more elements, which
may be specified for a particular search. For example, a
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parameter pattern may be a word, phrase, number, date, etc.
Parameter patterns may also include patterns for other types
of'patterns such as image patterns, sound patterns, fingerprint
patterns, voice patterns, etc. Other patterns may also be used
within the scope of parameter patterns.

Additionally, some embodiments further optimize search-
ing by using randomization techniques such as hashing of
parameter patterns and indexing the hashes to index param-
eter patterns to create a more evenly distributed index which
facilitates efficient index searching. Further still, some
embodiments accomplish jumping over of portions of index
entries by using speed-up data structures such as offset cor-
relation entries to reduce the number of comparisons that
need to be performed. Even further still, some embodiments
used the efficiencies obtained by processor caching to further
improve searching efficiency.

Further optimizations can be obtained by eliminating
searches of the data store that are performed using a full text
index by using an abbreviated index which may be imple-
mented as a probabilistic indicator that parameter patterns
might be found in a data store, and a certain indicator that
searches or search terms will not be found in a data store.
Additionally, optimizations may be obtained by eliminating
entire queries such as a search including N parameter patterns
by determining that parameters patterns or combinations of
parameter patterns from the N parameter patterns are not
found in any record of the data store. These optimizations will
be discussed in more detail below.

In some embodiments described herein searching is made
more efficient by reducing the number of records on which
Boolean intersection techniques are applied. This may be
accomplished by eliminating records from searching For
example, consider the following index entries:

quick
red

1,9,999
5,9, 13, 500, 723, 9,999

Assume that a user specified in a query that these parameter
patterns are to be found in the same record of the data store. In
traditional search techniques, the following Boolean com-
parisons would need to be performed quick(1) AND red(5),
quick(9,999) AND red(5), quick(9,999) AND red(9), quick
(9,999) AND red(13), quick(9,999) AND red(500), quick(9,
999) AND red(723), and quick(9,999) AND red(9,999),
where the only intersection found is at quick(9,999) AND
red(9,999).

However, using one embodiment described herein, the
complexity and number of compare operations can be
reduced in a search for intersection of records. For example,
one or more of the comparisons including data store record
identifiers for “red” including 5, 9, 13, 500, and 723 can be
eliminated from comparisons to data store record identifier
9,999 for quick.

In one embodiment, it is desirable to select a first parameter
pattern to be searched for first. This first parameter pattern
should be selected such that it occurs in the data store or an
index of the data store less than at least one other parameter
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pattern specified in the query. Preferably, the first parameter
pattern should be the least frequent occurring parameter pat-
tern of all the parameter patterns specified in the query. In the
present example, “quick” is selected as the first parameter
pattern. [llustratively, the index may be searched for the first
occurrence of the parameter pattern “quick.” This occurs in
record | as illustrated by the above the index. The index is then
searched for the next parameter pattern. In the present
example, “red” is the next parameter pattern. It is discovered
by referencing the index that an occurrence of the parameter
pattern “red” occurs in record 5. A comparison of the loca-
tions reveals that they are not the same, and thus, there is no
intersection. Additionally, because record number 5 is after
record number 1, the index is consulted to find the next
occurrence of the parameter pattern “quick,” which occurs at
9,999. At this point, a comparison may be performed to deter-
mine ifit is beneficial to perform a jump over one or more data
store record entries between 5 and 9,999. Because of the large
number of data store records between 5 and 9,999, a decision
is made to jump data store records. Various jump mechanisms
can be used, as will be discussed further below. The jump
mechanisms can jump records such that comparisons are
performed again near or at the largest record. For example,
data store records 9, 13, 500, 723 can be jumped such that the
next compare is quick(9,999) AND red(9,999), which yields
an intersection.

As alluded to previously, proper selection of the first
searched parameter pattern may reduce the number of index
accesses and Boolean operations. For example, in one
embodiment, a parameter pattern that appears less in the
index than other parameter patterns will be searched before
searching for the other parameter patterns. Further, in some
embodiments less common terms are always searched before
more common terms.

Similarly other efficiencies may be obtained by searching
parameter patterns that are the most evenly distributed across
the data store or that have large gaps between occurrences.
Notably, to obtain these efficiencies, there should be a balance
between the amount of time saved by not performing com-
parisons and the amount of time needed to calculate the most
optimal parameter pattern to search next. In some cases it may
be more efficient to simply perform the comparisons rather
than calculating the most efficient parameter pattern to search
next.

Jumps may be accomplished by using a speed-up data
structure that allows for skipping of a number of record com-
parisons may be implemented. One speedup structure is a
multi-level bit reduction structure. An example of this struc-
ture is now illustrated. Assume that an example index is as
follows:

quick
red

1,3,7,9,11,13,15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35,37
2,35

A speedup data structure for the index entry “quick” may be
implemented. The speedup data structure is as follows:

References:
Level 1:
Level 2:

7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33,35,37
9, 17, 25, 33[END]
33[END]
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Levels 1 and 2, in this embodiment, contain pointers to ref-
erences in the base index entry based on a particular logical
interval. For example, notice that Level 1 is based on an
interval of 8. As will be shown later, this allows for a two bit
shift to be performed to switch comparing from the reference
list to Level 1. Similarly, Level 2 has an interval of 32, which
allows for another two bit shift to shift comparison from Level
1to Level 2. Notably, specifying an interval which allows for
a level shift using 5 bits has proven to be more effective in
obtaining speedups, as shifting from level to level can be
expensive in terms of processing power. However, the 2 bit
shift shown here is easier to illustrate and as such is used for
example purposes.

Tlustrating now the functionality of the speedup data struc-
ture, to find an intersection between quick and red, the fol-
lowing comparisons are performed: red(2) AND quick(1),
red(2) AND quick(3), quick(3) AND red(35), quick(5) AND
red(35), and quick(7) AND red(35) in the data store reference
list. 9 is a boundary between the data store reference list and
Level 1, as such, a shift may be made to Level 1 for further
comparisons. The decision to shift to Level 1 may be made
using any one of a number of different criteria. In one embodi-
ment, the decision is made based on the magnitude of the
difference between the record numbers being compared at the
boundary. In this example, the magnitude is the difference
between 35 and 9. In other embodiments, the shift may be
made to a next level simply based on having reached a bound-
ary. At Level 1, the comparisons quick(17) AND red(35) and
quick(25) AND red(35). 33 is a boundary, so comparisons
may be switched to Level 2. At level 2, the comparison is
quick(33) AND red(35) and the end of the list designator is
encountered [END]. Moving comparisons back to Level 1,
the end of the list designator is encountered, so comparisons
are once again switched to the data store reference list. The
comparisons are quick(33) AND red(35) and quick(35) AND
red(35) in the reference list, where an intersection is found.

In another embodiment, an offset correlation table may be
used when a very large number of references are included in
an index entry. Assume for example that the index entry for
“quick” includes a list of records including all odd numbered
records from 1 to 10,000. The index entry for “red” includes
an entry for record 9 and 9,999. In other words, the index
includes entries are as follows:

quick
red

1,3,7,...9,995,9,997,9,999
9, 9,999

While the speedup structure described above could provide
some efficiencies by eliminating comparisons, even greater
efficiencies could be realized by eliminating even more com-
parisons using an offset correlation table speedup data struc-
ture.

Referring now to FIG. 1, an offset-correlation table 100 for
the index entry for “quick” is illustrated. The offset correla-
tion table 100 includes two columns, namely an offset column
102 and a records column 104. The offset column 102
includes the top ten binary bits of a fourteen bit number. The
records column 104 includes records corresponding to a
given offset. Illustrating now the relationship between the
offsets in the offset column 102 and the records in the records
column 104, each offset in the offset table 102 is the top ten
bits of a fourteen bit number representing the records in the
corresponding records entry in the records column 104. For
example, the binary representation of the number 17 is
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00000000010001. The top ten bits of this number are
0000000001, which is the off-set for record number 17. Simi-
larly, the binary representation of 9,999 is 10011100001111,
of'which the top ten bits are 1001110000, which is the off-set
that corresponds to 9,999 in the offset-correlation table 100.

Ilustrating now an example, from the index above, a com-
parison has been made at record 9 for quick and red. Exami-
nation of the entry for “red” shows that the next comparison
should be at 9,999. Rather than comparisons taking place for
all of the record entries from 9 to 9,999 for the parameter
pattern “quick,” the offset correlation table can be used to
jump past a large number of the records for “quick™ to reduce
the number of comparisons. In particular, the offset correla-
tion table 100 can be referenced by referencing the first 10
binary bits representing 9,999. This is the entry 1001110000
illustrated at 106 in FIG. 1. Comparisons can then be made at
9,985, 9,987, 9,989, 9,991, 9,993, 9,995, 9,997 and 9,999,
where a match is found. Thus, using the offset correlation
table, nearly 5,000 comparisons were avoided. Notably, as
with other speedup data structures, the decision to use the
offset correlation table may be automatic or based on some
factor such as the magnitude of the difference between com-
parisons, the percentage of the overall index that can be
skipped, or other calculated factors.

As noted, some systems may include the ability to select
whether or not to use the speedup data structures. In one
embodiment, the decision to use a speedup data structure and
what speedup data structure to use may be dependent on the
size of the index. Ifthe index is sufficiently small, no speedup
data structure is used. If the index is of a moderate size, the
binary bit shift speedup index may be used. If the index is
large, the offset correlation table may be used. In this
example, the type of speedup data structure used is selected
based on an effort to balance the amount of speedup obtained
against the cost of using a speedup data structure. In particu-
lar, the binary bit shift structure has some overhead process-
ing that is required to use the structure. Similarly, the offset
correlation table is expensive to use in terms of processing
power. Thus, it may be more efficient to forgo use of the
speedup data structure or to use a less efficient speedup data
structure in some cases.

In one embodiment, speedup mechanisms are imple-
mented as follows: for index records having less than 128
references to data store records, no speedup structure is used.
For index records having 128 to 1024 references to data store
records, a simple two, or more, level index structure may be
implemented. Beyond 1024 reference in an index entry, an
offset correlation table may be used.

Referring now to FIG. 2, an example method 200 including
acts for determining one or more intersection points of
parameter patterns in data items is shown. The method 200
may be practiced, for example, in a computing environment
including a data store including data items. The parameter
patterns are specified in a query including N parameter pat-
terns. Notably, the query may be from a number of different
sources. For example, the query may be a query sent by a
human user. Alternatively, the query may be a query sent by
another software module in a search engine system. Notably,
in one embodiment, the query may include parameter patterns
generated by a software module in response to a query sub-
mitted by a user. For example, a user may submit a query for
“quick fox.” A software module may generate alternatives for
parameter patterns in this query, such that a query operated on
by the method 200 includes the parameter patterns “fast fox.”

The method 200 includes an act of identifying a first
parameter pattern from the query as occurring less often in the
index than at least one other parameter pattern specified in the
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query (act 202). For example, the following are two index
entries for parameter patterns specified in a query:

quick
red

1,3,7,...9,995,9,997,9,999
9, 9,999

In the example illustrated, “red” occurs less often, with two
entries, in the data store, or the index than “quick,” with 5,001
entries. Thus, red would be selected as the first parameter
pattern as between the two illustrated parameter patterns. It is
generally desirable to select as the first parameter pattern a
parameter pattern that occurs less often in the data store as the
sparseness of such an entry will allow entries for other param-
eter patterns to be jumped and excluded from searching as
explained previously in conjunction with the description of
speed-up data structures.

Notably, when more than two parameter patterns are speci-
fied in the query, selection of the first parameter pattern may
be accomplished in a number of different ways. For example,
in one embodiment, any parameter pattern from the query that
occurs less often than another parameter pattern may be
selected as the first parameter pattern. In other embodiments,
the parameter pattern from the query that occurs the least
among all parameter patterns specified in the query may be
selected. In other embodiments, a parameter pattern that is
generally among the least occurring may be selected. This
may be done by grouping parameter patterns and randomly or
otherwise selecting a parameter pattern from among a group
of low occurring parameter patterns, selecting a parameter
pattern that generally has a low occurrence in the data store,
etc.

The method 200 further includes searching the data store
until a present location of the data store has been identified as
including the first parameter pattern (act 204). For example,
using the index entries identified for “red”” above, the present
location can be identified as 9.

The method 200 further includes then searching the data
store for a location of another parameter pattern from the
query (act 206). Searching the data store for another param-
eter pattern may include searching for a parameter pattern
other than the parameter pattern most recently found. Thus a
location of parameter pattern other than “red” should found.
In the present example, another parameter pattern is “quick.”
The location for the another parameter pattern should be at or
after the present location of the first parameter pattern, or
from next previously searched parameter pattern in the case
where act 206 is performed as a result of a looping operation
as will be discussed later herein.

The method 200 further illustrates at 208 that a determina-
tion is made to determine if the present location is identified
as including the another parameter pattern, and when true, an
indication is provided identifying an intersection (act 210).
For example, as illustrates above, the parameter pattern “red”
does occur at data store record 9, thus an indication is pro-
vided of the intersection. Providing an indication may be
accomplished in a number of different ways including but not
limited to one or more of the following. An indication may be
provided directly to a user to indicate to the user that an
intersection of parameter patterns has been discovered. A user
may be a human user or another computing process using the
functionality of method 200. The indication may include
information indicating the record at which the intersection
took place. The indication may include functionality for dis-
playing all or portions of the record where the intersection
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took place. In some embodiments, the indication may be an
indication such as a software flag, or software indication to
other processes which allows further searching or further
processing to be performed. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the indication may be a software indicator indicating
that a different parameter pattern from the query than those
already found should be searched.

The method 200 illustrates that processing after providing
an indication continues to a decision at 212 where a determi-
nation is made as to whether a pre-specified condition has
been satisfied or not. While in the example shown in FIG. 2
this is shown as occurring after act 210, it should be appreci-
ated that this may be performed at other times as well. Spe-
cifically, the ordering shown in FIG. 2 does not necessarily
limit the order of acts being performed as claimed herein.
Returning once again to the discussion of pre-specified con-
ditions, it should be appreciated that a number of different
pre-specified conditions may be determined. For example, as
discussed above, the pre-specified condition may specify that
a particular number of parameter pattern intersections have
occurred. Alternatively, the pre-specified condition may
specify that the entire data store has been searched. Other
conditions as discussed herein or as may be apparent may
qualify as pre-specified being satisfied.

Ifthe pre-specified condition has been satisfied, the method
200 ends as illustrated at 214. Ending may include a number
of different actions including returning output to a user, such
as search results or other results, or forwarding data to other
processes in a computing system. If the pre-specified condi-
tion has not been satisfied, method 200 illustrates that pro-
cessing returns to act 206 to continue searching.

Returning once again to the decision at 208, if it is deter-
mined that the present location does not include the another
parameter pattern, the method 200 includes continuing
searching remaining portions of the data store to find a loca-
tion of the another parameter pattern in the data store at a new
present location (act 216). When the another parameter pat-
tern is identified as being included at the new present location,
the previous present location is replaced with the new present
location where the another parameter pattern is identified as
being included, such that the present location becomes the
new present location.

FIG. 2 illustrates that the method 200 determines if a pre-
specified condition has been satisfied (act 212) and either
ending (act 214) or returning processing to searching for the
location of another parameter pattern (act 206).

Notably, the method 200 may be performed where at least
one of the acts of searching includes eliminating at least a
portion of records of the data store from searching without
being searched priorto being eliminated. This may be accom-
plished as described previously, for example, using one of the
speed up data structures to jump records in the data store.

Returning now to the discussion of acts 206 and 216,
searching for the location of another parameter pattern may
include a number of different actions. For example, these acts
may include searching the data store for a present location of
a parameter pattern that has previously been found. For
example, consider the following index entries for a query of
“quick,” “red,” and “fox.”

fox 5,9,11
quick 1,3,7,11
red 57,11
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The act 204 may locate the parameter pattern “fox” at data
store record 5. The acts 206 and 216 may locate the parameter
pattern “quick” at data store record 7. Assuming that a pre-
specified condition has not been satisfied, processing returns
to act 206 which specifies searching for the location of
another parameter pattern. In this example, the another
parameter pattern is a parameter pattern other than “quick,”
for which the most recently found location of parameter pat-
tern has been found, but may be for “fox,” a parameter pattern
for which a location has been previously found during a
previous instance of acts 204 or 206 and 216. Further illus-
trating this, an instance 0f 206 and 216 may find the location
9 for “fox.” The next instance of 206 and 216 may find the
location 11 for “quick.” The next instance of 206 may then
find the location 11 for “fox.” At this point, the indication is
provided (act 210) and a determination is made (act 212) as to
whether a predetermined condition has been satisfied.

The method 200 may also be such that acts 206 and 216
search for the location of a different parameter pattern from
the query, where the different parameter pattern is different
than any other parameter pattern from among the N parameter
patterns for which an intersection has been identified. Thus,
continuing the example above, where the location 11 is found
for “fox,” searching may then shift to a different parameter
pattern, “red.” A search is made for the location of the param-
eter pattern “red” occurring at or after location 11. Because an
occurrence of “red,” which has not previously been searched
for, does occur at location 11, indications are provided (act
210) and a determination is made (act 212) as to whether a
predetermined condition has been satisfied.

In some embodiment, this type of searching may be itera-
tively performed. For example, consider an example where
four parameter patterns are being searched to find intersection
locations. The parameter patterns, ranked in order as occur-
ring least often in the data store to most often in the data store
are A, B, C, and D. Searching proceeds as follows: The
locations for A and B are alternately found, where the found
locations occur at or after the next most recently found loca-
tion. When A and B are found at a present location, searching
shifts to C to determine if C occurs at the present location. If
C is not at the present location, but at a new present location,
searching shifts back to A at or after the new present location.
Searching for A and B continues as described above until a
present location is found where both A and B occur, where a
search for C at or after the present location occurs. If A, B, and
C all occur at the present location, then searching shifts to D
at or after the present location. The search for the location of
D proceeds as described for C above. Searching continues in
this fashion until a predetermined condition is satisfied. These
principles can be extended to any number of parameter pat-
terns.

The method 200 may be performed where, as illustrated in
the example above, the N parameter patterns specified in the
query are absolutely ordered in order from a parameter pat-
tern appearing least frequently in the data store to a parameter
pattern appearing most frequently in the data store. Searching
the data store for a location of another parameter pattern from
the query is performed repeatedly using the absolute ordering
such that lower frequency parameter patterns are searched
before higher frequency parameter patterns.

Alternatively, the N parameter patterns specified in the
query are generally ordered in order from a parameter pattern
appearing least frequently in the data store to a parameter
pattern appearing most frequently in the data store. Searching
the data store for a location of another parameter pattern from
the query is performed repeatedly using the general ordering
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such that lower frequency parameter patterns are generally
searched before higher frequency parameter patterns.

The method 200 may be performed such that the predeter-
mined condition includes identifying a predetermined num-
ber of locations where all N parameter patterns intersect. For
example, searching may continue until a given number of data
store record locations are found including all three parameter
patterns “quick,” “.red,” and “fox.”

In some embodiments, the method 200 may be performed
on a data store that has data items organized in a ranked
fashion. As such, searching is performed such that highest
ranked data items are searched for parameter patters, by vir-
tue of being in lower numbered record locations, before lower
ranked data items. In this example, ordering may be accom-
plished in a number of different ways. For example, data
items may be ordered by topical relevance in the data store. In
another embodiment, data items are ordered by at least one of
appropriateness or degree of entity formulating the search.
For example, the data store may be ordered assuming that
persons querying the data store have at least a masters degree
in some given field of science. Such a data store may include
articles by highly respected scholars at the beginning of the
data store, while lesser respected scholars or casual observers
commentary may be included later in the data store. The data
items may be ordered in the data store by a linguistic profile.

Embodiments herein may be further enhanced by using an
abbreviated index, such as the abbreviated index described in
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/681,673, titled “Abbrevi-
ated Index” and filed on Mar. 2, 2007, which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety. As described in that appli-
cation, the use of randomization and/or spreading techniques
used for index entries, as well as the searching by elision, or
recognizing when there is an absence of a parameter pattern in
a data store to forgo further data store processing, also con-
tribute to efficiencies. Further, templates including combina-
tions of parameter patterns may be indexed in the abbreviated
index such that entire templates may be eliminated from
searching.

Abbreviated indexing techniques will now be explained.
Referring now to FIG. 3, an abbreviated index 302 is illus-
trated, which in this example is a 32 bit binary number. The
abbreviated index 302 is shown with an index field 304 and a
value field 306. Notably, the index field 304 in this example is
shown for convenience of explanation. The value field 306, in
this example, includes the 32 bit binary number stored in
physical memory. The index field 304 includes hexadecimal
index representations of each of the elements of the 32 bit
number represented in the value field 306.

FIG. 3 further illustrates a numerical representation table
308. The numerical representation table 308 includes a
parameter patterns field 310, a numerical representation field
312, alast 8 bits field 314, a last 5 bits field 316, and a hex of
the last 5 bits field 318.

The parameter patterns field 310 includes parameters and
patterns of parameters on which operations can be performed.
In this example, a data structure includes the text phrase “The
quick red fox.” In the example shown, combinations of indi-
vidual words are represented as parameter patterns in the
parameter patterns field 310. For example, “fox” is illustrated
as a parameter pattern. “red” is illustrated as a second param-
eter pattern. “red fox” is illustrated as a parameter pattern.
And so forth. The example shown here shows in the parameter
patterns field 310 all possible combinations of individual
words in the phrase “The quick red fox” when ordered in the
original ordering.

It should be appreciated, however, that parameter patterns
may also be created to represent different orderings and com-
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binations. For example, other embodiments may include
parameter patterns such as “fox quick red.” This pattern with
the terms in simple alphabetical order without function words
may be used to perform searches when correct ordering of
search terms is not necessarily needed or to increase the
confidence that a particular set of search terms are present in
a data store. Further still, other parameter patterns may be
included as illustrated in other examples illustrated herein
below. Other types of patterns that can be applied to the
abbreviated index or other index embodiments include, but
are not limited to synonyms, homonyms, term attributes,
proximities, term order, frequency, location, partial or incom-
plete terms, customized descriptions, related terms, phonetic,
syntactic or semantic linguistic descriptions and so forth.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 3, the parameter patterns
field 310 represents search strings that may be performed to
locate elements in a data store, such as a data store including
the phrase “The quick red fox.”

The numerical representation field 312 in this example
includes a numerical representation of each of the parameter
patterns in the parameter patterns field 310. The numerical
representations may be generated in any suitable fashion. In
this particular example the numerical representations are
hash values of the parameter patterns. For example, a hash
calculation may be performed for the parameter “fox.” This
hash calculation results in a number, which in this example is
represented as a 64 bit hexadecimal number. Preferably, the
hash calculation is performed using a good algorithm that
results in a high percentage of unique numbers for calcula-
tions performed on different parameters and parameter pat-
terns. For example, it is preferable that a hash calculation for
“fox” results in a number that is different from the hash
calculation for “red.” The other fields in the numerical repre-
sentation table 308 will be explained in more detail at a later
point herein. Notably, other identifiers than hash numbers
may be used. Hash numbers are simply one embodiment of
identifiers. Numerous other identifiers may be used as well.
While numerous hash value calculations are illustrated
herein, they are simply one example used for ease of under-
standing by describing a specific embodiment.

Referring once again to the abbreviated index 302, each of
the elements of the value field 306 represents a portion of a
numerical representation 312 in the numerical representation
table 308. Thus, the value field 306 contains a representation
that a parameter pattern may be included in a set of param-
eters, such as a data store, based on the calculated hash for the
parameter pattern. In this example, when a bit is set or as used
herein “true,” i.e. “1” in an element of the value field 306, this
is an indication that a parameter pattern may be included
within a set of parameters.

For effective results, the abbreviated index typically
includes a number of elements that is equal to or greater than
some multiple greater than 1 of the number of parameter
patterns for a set of parameters. In the present example, 15
parameter patterns are included in the illustrated set of param-
eters. The abbreviated index 302 corresponding to the set of
parameters therefore includes 32 elements (i.e. the 32 binary
digits of the 32 bit binary number in the abbreviated index
302) which is a value greater than 2x of 15. Notably, the
number of a multiplier (in this example 2) provides greater
confidence that a parameter pattern is included in the set of
parameters as the multiplier increases. For example, in the
present 2x example, if a bit in the abbreviated index is set
indicating that a parameter pattern may be included in the set
of parameters, the confidence is about 50%. If a 64 bit binary
number representing a 4x multiplier is used to represent the
abbreviated index, confidence can be increased to about 75%.
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Similar increases in confidence can be achieved as the num-
ber of elements used to represent the abbreviated index is
increased.

Notably, the examples above use a data structure for the
abbreviated index 302 that is of a size that corresponds to
numbers that can be represented by a set of binary bits. For
example, a 2x setting of a four bit binary structure (up to 16
binary numbers) can be represented by a 32 bit data structure.
A 2x setting of a 5 bit binary structure (up to 32 binary
numbers) can be represented by a 64 bit data structure, and so
forth.

Now with particular emphasis on how the existence of
parameter patterns are noted in the abbreviated index 302,
note that FIG. 3 includes the last five bits of hash field 316.
The last five bits of hash field represents the last five binary
bits of the hexadecimal number in the numerical representa-
tion field 312. Five bits are selected because that is the number
of'binary bits needed to represent 32 unique binary numbers,
the number of binary bits in the abbreviated index 302. Note
that while the last five bits have been chosen in this example,
embodiments are not limited to just the last bits. Any appro-
priate selection of bits can be used. In this example, so long as
the same bits are used consistently to set bits in the abbrevi-
ated index 302, effective filtering can be performed.

For illustration purposes, the last 8 bits of the numerical
representation in the numerical representation field 312 can
be calculated by converting the last two hexadecimal numbers
to binary numbers. For example, for the parameter pattern
“fox” in the parameter pattern patterns field 310, a hash of
40b8636cf497235¢ is calculated as shown in the numerical
representation field 312. The last two hexadecimal numbers
of the hash are Sc. These numbers represent the 8 bit binary
number 01011100 as shown in the last 8 bits of hash field 314.
By truncating the three most significant bits, the five least
significant bits remain which are 11100 as shown in the last 5
bits of hash field 316. For simplicity in explanation, the last 5
bits can then be converted back to a hexadecimal number,
which is 1c¢ as shown in the hex of the last 5 bits field 318.

Thus the bit indexed by 1¢ in the index field 304 is set in the
value field of the abbreviated index 302. As illustrated, con-
tinuing this process for each of the parameter patterns in the
parameter patterns field 310 results in the element in the value
field 306 corresponding to the index numbers of 3, 5,9,d, 11,
15,16, 18, 1c, and 1fin the index field 304 of the abbreviated
index 302 are set. Notably, the abbreviated index 302 includes
a sampling of representations that can be maintained by the
abbreviated index.

Before performing a full text search on, for example a data
store, a check of the abbreviated index 302 can be made for
the parameter pattern. This can be done by hashing the param-
eter pattern, and in this case, checking the last 5 bits of the
hash as an identifier for the parameter pattern to see if the
identifier appears in the abbreviated index 302. If it does not
appear in the abbreviated index, it can be determined with
100% accuracy that the particular parameter pattern does not
exist in the data store front-ended by the abbreviated index
302. However, if the identifier is in the abbreviated index 302
it is known, in this example, that there is about a 50% chance
that the parameter pattern appears in the data store. This
confidence can be increased by searching of related param-
eter patterns. For example, if the search term entered by a user
is “quick red fox,” confidence can be increased by checking
the abbreviated index 302 for indicators for “quick,” “quick
red,” “red fox,” “red,” etc.

Attention is directed once again to subject matter where an
identifier such as a hash identifier, where a hash identifier is
any identifier associated with a parameter pattern, can be used
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as an index entry in place of usual index entries, such as words
or phrases. For example, FIG. 4A illustrates a linked list hash
index 400 which indexes parameter patterns by indexing
sorted hash keys. FIG. 4A includes a hash identifier column
402. The hash identifier column 402 includes a number of
hash keys. Each of the hash keys in the hash identifier column
402 is the result of performing a hashing algorithm on a
parameter pattern that is to be indexed. The hash identifiers
are organized in an ascending numerical order so as to accom-
plish efficient entry into the hash index 400 as will be
explained in more detail in conjunction with the explanation
of FIG. 5. The hash index 400 includes an index record
address column 404. The index record address may be a
physical memory address where each entry in the index is
stored.

Tlustrating now a concrete example for illustration pur-
poses only, assume that a system is to index the parameter
pattern “quick.” Assume further, that a particular hashing
algorithm when applied to the parameter pattern “quick”
yields a hash identifier of ObOe3aee. This hash identifier may
be indicated in an abbreviated index such as the abbreviated
index 402 shown in FIG. 4. The hash identifier may also be
stored in a linked list index 400 where the hash identifier is
correlated with an index record address such as the ones
illustrated in the index record address column 404. When a
data store is indexed to facilitate searching, instead of index-
ing the term “quick™, the hash identifier ObOe3aee will be
indexed. Thus as illustrated in FIG. 4A, an index record
located at 0345 includes references to five data store records
in the data store being indexed including record numbers 1, 2,
3,5and 7.

Similarly, when an index is referenced to identify refer-
ences to records in the data store which include a particular
parameter pattern, rather than searching the index for the
parameter pattern, the parameter pattern specified in a search
is hashed using the hashing algorithm used to create the index
of hash identifiers, yielding a search hash identifier, after
which the linked list index 400 is searched for the search hash
identifier. Once the search hash identifier is identified in the
linked list index 400, an index record address corresponding
to the hash identifier is accessed to identify data store records
including the parameter patterns specified in the search.
Using hash identifiers instead of actual parameter patterns or
search terms provides a number of advantages. For example,
if a good hash algorithm is used which results in a highly
uniform distribution of hash values across a range of hash
values, efficiencies can be obtained by spreading dense areas
of an index into less dense areas of the index.

Another optimization can be realized through proper selec-
tion of hashing algorithms to take advantage of processor
caching. For example, consider a case where a hashing algo-
rithm is used that generates similar hash identifiers when
similar parameter patterns are hashed. Further, consider that
searching a data store may be performed by searching related
parameter patterns. For example, consider a case where a
search is being made of the Social Security Death Index foran
individual for which one is certain about the birth date, but
uncertain about the death date. Thus, a search may be per-
formed around a given death date. In other words, the search
performed searches dates that re near a specified date. Con-
sider the following parameter patterns and their related hash
codes:

Al: MillettHoward1918-1968 hash key 1095706729
Al: MillettHoward1918-1969 hash key 1095706728
Al: MillettHoward1918-1967 hash key 1095706726
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Note, that the last digit difference in the date results in only
differences at the end of the hash. The offset correlation table
entry for each of these hash codes will be the same for all three
of'these cases. Additionally, the offset correlation table entry
will be cached in the processor the first time it is processed as
will the entry position in the actual hash key records. Most of
the time cost will be here because there are few hits. Extra
speed is accomplished by having hash codes related into
groups that allow for processor caching of memory to help
with acceleration.

Additionally, when testing a bit in an abbreviated pattern
index, which can only indicate for sure that a parameter
pattern is not included in a data store, another speedup is
realized by taking advantage of the caching hierarchy in the
computer.

One algorithm that can be used to accomplish the related
hash codes above is as follows:

for( unsigned int i = 0; i < (U32) len; i++) {
hash "= (1 & 1) == 0) ? ( (hash <<7) " ste[i]  (hash >>3)):
(~((hash << 11) str[i] (hash>>35))); / AP hash }

The hashing algorithms for this algorithm can be obtained
from Arash Partow at his website www.partow.net.

A further optimization using the linked list index 400
includes the use of an offset correlation table for efficient
indexing of parameter patterns as identifiers into the linked
list index 400 during the indexing phase of the index. For
example, FIG. 5 illustrates an offset correlation table 500
used for efficiently entering data store records into an index
record. In spite of indexing hashes instead of traditional
words or phrases, the index 400 may nonetheless be gener-
ated very quickly and updated very quickly using a number of
optimizations. For example, the index 400 may be generated
very quickly by simply using hash calculations that have
already been calculated for parameters patterns at a parse
phase of a data store. For example, a parse phase may be
performed to generate the abbreviated index described previ-
ously. As a result of the parse phase, a correlation can be
maintained for parameter patterns and their corresponding
hashes. This correlation can then later be used to create the
hash index 400.

Additionally, using certain optimizing techniques, the hash
index 400 can be updated in a particularly fast manner. One
such technique involves the use of an offset correlation table,
such as the offset correlation table 500 illustrated in FIG. 5.
The offset correlation table 500 includes portions of hash
codes correlated to index entry addresses. In the example
shown, the top four bits of a hash are correlated to an index
record address. In the example shown, the index address
correlated with the top four bits is the index address of an
instance of those top four bits in the hash index. When the
offset correlation table is first constructed, it may include, in
one example, the first instance of a first four bits. For example,
the hash index 400 includes two entries where the top four bits
are 0000, namely entries at 0345 and 1297. The index 400 is
ordered by ascending hash number order. Thus, the first
instance in the index of the top four binary bits being 0000 is
the hexadecimal hash ObOe3aee, which comes before
0da77¢46. Thus, in the offset correlation table, 0000 is cor-
related with 0345, the index record address of ObOe3ace.

Notably, adding index entries to the index 400 may result in
the offset correlation table 500 not indexing the first instance
of a first four bits. Additionally, there is no requirement that
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the first instance of the first four bits be indexed. The offset
correlation table 500 may be used efficiently in embodiments
where any instance of a portion of a hash is used.

To perform indexing using an offset correlation table, an
attempt is made to locate an index address of an index record
including a hash indexed in the index by jumping to the
address correlated to the first four bits of the hash. The linked
list illustrated in the previous index record column 406 and
the next index record column 408 of the index can then be
used to navigate to the appropriate record, or to determine that
anew record should be added to index a parameter pattern by
its hash code. Notably, the preceding should not be inter-
preted as the only method of using the offset correlation table.
Other embodiments may vary ordering of the hash entries and
thus vary how the index is traversed. These variations are still
within the scope of what is contemplated by the subject matter
disclosed herein.

Tlustrating now one specific example of how this function-
ality may be implemented, assume that a parameter pattern is
identified for indexing. A hash for the parameter pattern may
also be identified. In one embodiment hash codes may be
identified by reference to a correlation between parameter
patterns and hash codes created during the parse phase of a
data store. In an alternative embodiment, hash codes may be
calculated dynamically when a parameter pattern is identi-
fied. Other methods of identifying a hash code may also be
used. Returning now to the present example, assume that the
hash code identified is 7cfc6d29, and the parameter pattern
corresponding to this hash code is stored at record 12 of a data
store. Thus to index the instance of the particular parameter
pattern in the index, the first four bits of the hash are identi-
fied. The first four bits are 0111. By referencing the offset
correlation table 500, it can be determined that the first
instance of these four first binary bits occurs at index record
4397, which includes the hash code 79f0a667. A comparison
is performed of the hash code for the parameter pattern to be
indexed, i.e. 7¢fc6d29, to the first instance of the first four bits
0111 in the index, i.e. 79f0a667. Because the hash codes do
not match, and because the hash code for the parameter pat-
tern to be indexed is greater than the hash code it was com-
pared to, the next instance of the first four binary bits 0111 is
accessed. This is performed by using the linked list shown at
the nextindex record column 408 in the index 400. The linked
list indicates that the next instance occurs as index record
number 7730. As such, the index record at 7730 is accessed.
The index record at 7730 indexes the hash code 7cfc6d29. A
comparison is made of this hash code to the hash code for the
parameter pattern to be indexed, which is also 7cfc6d29.
Thus, the data store records entry of at the index entry 7730
can be updated to include the data store record 12 where the
parameter pattern being indexed is found.

An offset correlation table can also be used to quickly
determine that a hash code has not been indexed in an index to
facilitate indexing of the hash code. For example, assume that
the hash code identified for a parameter pattern is Sb72a624.
The top four bits of this hash code is 0101. Referencing the
offset correlation table 500 for the entry including 0101
reveals that a negative number is correlated with the 0101
entry. In this example, the presence of a negative number
indicates that there are no entries in the index 400 for hash
codes with the first four bits being 0101. Other indicators may
alternatively be used, and the negative number indicator is
simply one example.

Using the negative number, however can be used to include
other information as well. In the example shown, the magni-
tude of the negative number indicates the next record of the
offset correlation table 500 that properly indexes a first four
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bit identifier that is included in the hash index 400. For
example, the entry for 0101 indicates that one entry forward,
entry 0110 in the offset correlation table 500, includes an
address with an instance of 0110. Similarly, the indicator -2
at entry 1001 of the offset correlation table 500 indicates that
moving forward two entries to 1011 leads to an entry that
indexes an index 400 record address which includes an
instance of the first four bits 0111.

Returning now to the example where an entry does not exist
in the index 400 for the hash code 5b72a624, as illustrated in
FIG. 4B at 410, the hash code can be entered into the index
400 along with the data store record for the parameter pattern
corresponding to the hash code. Additionally, as shown at
410, the Next Index Record entry for the index entry preced-
ing the added index entry, and the Previous Index Record
entry for the index entry following the added index entry are
updated as appropriate to include the addition of the new
index entry.

Because the offset correlation table 500 only provides an
entry point into the index 400 to facilitate quicker searching
of'the index 400, in some embodiments, the offset correlation
table 500 only needs to be updated conditionally depending
on the nature of a new entry into the index 400. For example,
in one embodiment, the offset correlation table 500 is updated
when the offset correlation table 500 entry that is used to
access the new index entry 400 is a negative number. The
offset correlation table 500 entry is updated to point to the
new entry in the index 400 so that it can be found on a
subsequent addition to the data store records listing on the
hash code. For the example illustrated here, this is shown at
502 in FIG. 5B where the entry 0of 0101 is updated to correlate
with the index record address fO1f Notably, other negative
indicators in a series of negative indicators may also need to
be readjusted to reflect the new number of entries until a valid
entry is found. For example, assume that the entry 1010 in
offset correlation table 500 is updated with an index record
address, then the index entry 1001 should be updated by
changing the -2 to -1.

The offset correlation table 500 should also updated in the
current example when a new entry into the index 400 is prior
to an existing correlating entry in the offset correlation table
500 for the group to which to which the new index entry
belongs. For example, if a new hash code 69897969 was
inserted with address 936, it would be ordered before the
entry with address 8c01 and hash code 689fb69a. This new
hash code is now the first of the group correlated to 0110 in the
offset correlation table 500 and is ordered as such to be found
in subsequent searches using the offset correlation table 500.
The entry for 0110 in the offset correlation table is set to 936
instead of its current 801. On the other hand, if a new hash
code 60102001 was added, it is not the first one of that group
beginning with 689fb69a such that no changes to the offset
correlation table would be needed.

The offset correlation table 500 can also be updated or
regenerated independent of the nature of the updated entries
to the index 400. In some embodiments, regeneration of the
offset correlation table 500 may be tied to the size of the index
400. For example, in one embodiment, the offset correlation
table may be regenerated each time the index 400 doubles in
size.

Embodiments may also include computer-readable media
for carrying or having computer-executable instructions or
data structures stored thereon. Such computer-readable
media can be any available media that can be accessed by a
general purpose or special purpose computer. By way of
example, and not limitation, such computer-readable media
can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other
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optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic
storage devices, or any other medium which can be used to
carry or store desired program code means in the form of
computer-executable instructions or data structures and
which can be accessed by a general purpose or special pur-
pose computer. When information is transferred or provided
over a network or another communications connection (either
hardwired, wireless, or a combination of hardwired or wire-
less) to a computer, the computer properly views the connec-
tion as a computer-readable medium. Thus, any such connec-
tion is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
Combinations of the above should also be included within the
scope of computer-readable media.

Computer-executable instructions comprise, for example,
instructions and data which cause a general purpose com-
puter, special purpose computer, or special purpose process-
ing device to perform a certain function or group of functions.
Although the subject matter has been described in language
specific to structural features and/or methodological acts, it is
to be understood that the subject matter defined in the
appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential character-
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all
respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of
the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes which
come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:

1. In a computing environment including a data store
including data items, a method for determining one or more
intersection points of parameter patterns in data items, the
parameter patterns being specified in a query of a data store
including records identified by sequentially ordered identifi-
ers, the query including N parameter patterns to attempt to
locate one or more records including the N parameter pat-
terns, the method comprising a computing system performing
the following:

a) identifying a first parameter pattern from a query, the
parameter patterns being specified in a query of a data
store including records identified by sequentially
ordered identifiers, the query including N parameter pat-
terns to attempt to locate one or more records including
the N parameter patterns to find one or more intersection
points of parameter patterns in data items, wherein the
first parameter pattern occurs less often in an index of
records of a data store than at least one other parameter
pattern specified in the query;

b) searching the index until a record of the data store has
been identified as including the first parameter pattern
wherein a present location identifies the record of the
data store identified as including the first parameter pat-
tern;

¢) then searching the index for another parameter pattern
from the query;

d) if the present location is identified as including the
another parameter pattern, as a result of searching the
index for another parameter pattern, then providing an
indication identifying a record at the present location as
an intersection; else

e) continuing searching remaining portions of the index to
find the another parameter pattern in the data store at a
different location, wherein the present location is then
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configured to identify the different location of the
another parameter pattern in the data store; and

wherein at least one of the acts of searching in acts b), ¢),
and e) comprises eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated using a speed-up data structure
that skips comparison of record identifiers by skipping
indexed record identifiers correlated to offsets in offset
correlation table, wherein the offset correlation table
indexes parameter patterns based on record identifier
offsets, the offset correlation table including an offset
column comprising record identifier offsets and a
records column comprising record identifiers corre-
sponding to the offsets, wherein the offsets are a prede-
termined portion of the corresponding record identifiers
to which they correspond, wherein the portions of
indexed record identifiers are skipped by skipping com-
paring indexed record identifiers based on the offset, and
wherein eliminating at least a portion of records of the
data store from searching without being searched prior
to being eliminated is performed in response to an act of
determining that eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated would be more efficient, by
using less processing power, than actually performing
comparisons based on the distance between two record
identifiers and the size of the database.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising repeating acts
c-e until a predetermined condition is satisfied.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined con-
dition comprises identifying a predetermined number of loca-
tions where all N parameter patterns intersect.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein repeating act c-e com-
prises searching the data store for a present location of a
different parameter pattern from the search, wherein the dif-
ferent parameter pattern is different than any other parameter
pattern from among the N parameter patterns for which an
intersection has been identified.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the data store has data
items organized in a ranked fashion, and wherein searching is
performed to cause highest ranked data items to be searched
for parameter patters before lower ranked data items.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein data items are ordered
by topical relevance.

7. The method of claim 5, wherein data items are ordered
by at least one of appropriateness or degree of entity formu-
lating the search.

8. The method of claim 5, wherein data items are ordered
by a linguistic profile.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein eliminating at least a
portion of records of the data store from searching comprises
referencing a pointer directed to a location and wherein at
least some locations between a current location and the loca-
tion pointed to by the pointer are eliminated from searching.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein referencing a pointer
comprises referencing an offset correlation table, the offset
correlation table comprising portions of index entry reference
values correlated to index entry addresses.

11. The method of claim 2, wherein the N parameter pat-
terns specified in the query are absolutely ordered in order
from a parameter pattern appearing least frequently in the
data store to a parameter pattern appearing most frequently in
the data store, and wherein searching the data store for a
location of another parameter pattern from the query is per-
formed repeatedly using the absolute ordering to cause lower
frequency parameter patterns to be searched before higher
frequency parameter patterns.
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12. The method of claim 2, wherein the N parameter pat-
terns specified in the query are generally ordered in order
from a parameter pattern appearing least frequently in the
data store to a parameter pattern appearing most frequently in
the data store, and wherein searching the data store for a
location of another parameter pattern from the query is per-
formed repeatedly using the general ordering to cause lower
frequency parameter patterns to be generally searched before
higher frequency parameter patterns.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one parameter
pattern is a composite of other parameter patterns in the
search.

14. In a computing environment including a data store
including data items, a computer readable medium storing
computer executable instructions that when executed by one
or more processors cause the following acts to be performed:

a) identifying a first parameter pattern from a query, the
parameter patterns being specified in a query of a data
store including records identified by sequentially
ordered identifiers, the query including N parameter pat-
terns to attempt to locate one or more records including
the N parameter patterns to find one or more intersection
points of parameter patterns in data items, wherein the
first parameter pattern occurs less often in an index of
records of a data store than at least one other parameter
pattern specified in the query;

b) searching the index until a record of the data store has
been identified as including the first parameter pattern
wherein a present location identifies the record of the
data store identified as including the first parameter pat-
tern;

¢) then searching the index for another parameter pattern
from the query;

d) if the present location is identified as including the
another parameter pattern, as a result of searching the
index for another parameter pattern, then providing an
indication identifying a record at the present location as
an intersection; else

e) continuing searching remaining portions of the index to
find the another parameter pattern in the data store at a
different location, wherein the present location is then
configured to identify the different location of the
another parameter pattern in the data store; and

wherein at least one of the acts of searching in acts b), ¢),
and e) comprises eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated using a speed-up data structure
that skips comparison of record identifiers by skipping
indexed record identifiers correlated to offsets in offset
correlation table, wherein the offset correlation table
indexes parameter patterns based on record identifier
offsets, the offset correlation table including an offset
column comprising record identifier offsets and a
records column comprising record identifiers corre-
sponding to the offsets, wherein the offsets are a prede-
termined portion of the corresponding record identifiers
to which they correspond, wherein the portions of
indexed record identifiers are skipped by skipping com-
paring indexed record identifiers based on the offset, and
wherein eliminating at least a portion of records of the
data store from searching without being searched prior
to being eliminated is performed in response to an act of
determining that eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated would be more efficient, by
using less processing power, than actually performing
comparisons based on the distance between two record
identifiers and the size of the database.
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15. In a computing environment including a data store
including data items, a system for determining one or more
intersection points of parameter patterns in data items, the
system comprising:

one or More processors;

a computer readable memory coupled to the one or more
processors, the computer readable memory storing com-
puter executable instructions that when executed by the
one or more processors cause the following acts to be
performed:

a) identifying a first parameter pattern from a query, the
parameter patterns being specified in a query of a data
store including records identified by sequentially
ordered identifiers, the query including N parameter pat-
terns to attempt to locate one or more records including
the N parameter patterns to find one or more intersection
points of parameter patterns in data items, wherein the
first parameter pattern occurs less often in an index of
records of a data store than at least one other parameter
pattern specified in the query;

b) searching the index until a record of the data store has
been identified as including the first parameter pattern
wherein a present location identifies the record of the
data store identified as including the first parameter pat-
tern;

¢) then searching the index for another parameter pattern
from the query;

d) if the present location is identified as including the
another parameter pattern, as a result of searching the
index for another parameter pattern, then providing an
indication identifying a record at the present location as
an intersection; else

e) continuing searching remaining portions of the index to
find the another parameter pattern in the data store at a
different location, wherein the present location is then
configured to identify the different location of the
another parameter pattern in the data store; and

wherein at least one of the acts of searching in acts b), ¢),
and e) comprises eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated using a speed-up data structure
that skips comparison of record identifiers by skipping
indexed record identifiers correlated to offsets in offset
correlation table, wherein the offset correlation table
indexes parameter patterns based on record identifier
offsets, the offset correlation table including an offset
column comprising record identifier offsets and a
records column comprising record identifiers corre-
sponding to the offsets, wherein the offsets are a prede-
termined portion of the corresponding record identifiers
to which they correspond, wherein the portions of
indexed record identifiers are skipped by skipping com-
paring indexed record identifiers based on the offset, and
wherein eliminating at least a portion of records of the
data store from searching without being searched prior
to being eliminated is performed in response to an act of
determining that eliminating at least a portion of records
of the data store from searching without being searched
prior to being eliminated would be more efficient, by
using less processing power, than actually performing
comparisons based on the distance between two record
identifiers and the size of the database.

16. The method of claim 2, wherein when repeating acts
c-¢, the another parameter pattern in at least some subsequent
iterations alternates between the first parameter pattern and a
second parameter pattern.



